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Dear colleagues, dear friends, dear participants,

It is with great pleasure that we welcome you to the Residence Palace for the final conference of our RED-SPINEL Horizon Europe
research project. Time has truly flown by. Since our very first meeting in Brussels in October 2022, we have all been deeply engaged in
exploring and understanding the many facets of dissensus surrounding liberal democracy.

Today, we gather here to present the results of this collective effort, results that are not only numerous, but also rich in insights. This
final conference is both a moment to celebrate our collaboration and an opportunity to share and discuss our findings with a broader
audience. These contributions are reflected in a range of significant scientific outputs, including:

• The Palgrave Handbook on Dissensus over Liberal Democracy in Europe (Palgrave);
• Dissensus over Liberal Democracy: Insights from European Judges (Hart Publishing);
• Dissensus over Liberal Democracy: Key Conversations with Leading Voices (Springer);
• Foresight Report on the Prospects for Liberal Democracy and the Rule of Law in the EU; and
• A series of academic articles published in various special issues and policy recommendations.

On this occasion, we would like to express our sincere gratitude for your commitment and hard work over the past four years. A special
word of thanks goes to all the members of RED-SPINEL from the various partner universities, the WP leads, to our doctoral and
postdoctoral researchers, as well as to our non-academic partners and the members of our International Advisory Board. The results we
present today are the direct outcome of our many exchanges, discussions, and collaborations, for which we are deeply grateful. 

It was also a pleasure to see that the project attracted the interest of many academics who were not directly associated with RED-
SPINEL, yet agreed to participate in our research activities. It is both an honour and a pleasure to welcome some of them to this event
today. Our gratitude also goes to all those who, over the past four years, have closely followed our debates — whether as audience
members, participants in round tables, discussants or evaluators of our work. 

Because this is our final conference, allow us to express our gratitude to our Project Officer at the European Commission, Paloma
Martin, for accompanying us in this endeavour with patience, enthusiasm and great professionalism. 

We would like to express our gratitude to the Université libre de Bruxelles and its Cellule Europe for their invaluable support in
managing our European projects associated with this work, as well as to the ULB’s Research Department. 

A heartfelt thank you to our Institut d’études européennes, to François Foret, President, and Chloé Brière, Director, as well as to the
entire IEE team for their invaluable support in organising all our RED-SPINEL events and activities over the past four years. A special
mention goes to Maria Isabel Soldevila and Jozefien Van Caeneghem, with whom we started this adventure, as well as to Emmi Kallio,
Administrative Director of the IEE, and Louise Reyntjens for their support with dissemination, and to Guylène Chatcha Talla for
managing, with great professionalism, all aspects of RED-SPINEL’s daily life, such as travel and accommodation. Your support,
especially during the most intense moments, has really meant a great deal.

It is our hope that our collective work will make a meaningful contribution to the broader academic and societal debates on dissensus
and liberal democracy in today’s world.

Thank you all for your dedication and commitment and we wish you all an inspiring and stimulating conference.

Ramona Coman
Professor in Political Science Université libre de Bruxelles – Faculté de Philosophie et Science Sociales Institut d’études européennes / Centre
d’Etude de la Vie Politique / Academic coordinator of Horizon Europe RED-SPINEL project (2022-2026)

Frederik Ponjaert 
Researcher and European Project Manager at the Institut d’études européennes at the Université  libre de Bruxelles 

Andrew Bradley
Member of the RED-SPINEL Project Management Team

Welcome
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Associate Partners 



PRE-CONFERENCE
ROUNDTABLE 

f. Dr. Michael Zürn

DEC 202510 10:00-12:00

Chair: 

Christian Olsson 
(ULB- REPI)

Wednesday, 10 December  2025
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The Power of Ideas and Discourse in Political
Analysis: A Discursive Institutionalist Perspective

Venue: Room Spaak  (IEE-ULB)

Roundtable

Vivien Schmidt 
Boston University

Amandine Crespy 
(IEE-ULB)

Sophie Jacquot 
(UCLouvain) 

In Dialogue with:

Hugo Corten
(ULB-CEVIPOL)

Followed by Sandwiches @ 12:00
offered by the Ecole Doctorale en Science Politiques 

bit.ly/4rctFH7

Registration

https://bit.ly/4rctFH7


PRE-CONFERENCE
BOOK LAUNCH

f. Dr. Michael Zürn

DEC 202510 16:00 - 18:00

Page 5

Wednesday, 10 December  2025

The European Union in World Disorder: 
How To Overcome Its Weakness?

Venue:  Room NB 2.209 - Bibliothèque des sciences humaines
(Solbosch Campus)

Sergio Fabbrini
Luiss University

François Foret
(IEE-ULB)

In Dialogue with:

Ramona Coman
(IEE-ULB)

Book Launch

Registration

bit.ly/47UjBuJ

https://bit.ly/47UjBuJ


CONFERENCE 
PROGRAMME DAY 1

T. Christiansen 
(Luiss University)

S. Fabbrini 
(Luiss University)

T. Winzen 
(Heinrich Heine U.)

Thursday, December 11, 2025

Chair: R. Coman (IEE-ULB)
Discussant: V. Schmidt (BU)

The Palgrave Handbook on Dissensus over Liberal Democracy in Europe
Dissensus & EU Institutions 

P. Bocquillon 
(East Anglia Uni.)

Speakers

S. Hollander
(Clingendael) 

S. Mișcoiu 
(UBB)

A. Capati 
(Luiss University) 

Chair: M. Simoncini (Luiss University) 

Discussant: G. Halmai (EUI)

The Palgrave Handbook on Dissensus over Liberal Democracy in Europe
Member States & Internal Policies  

Speakers

J. Rosamond
 (UGent)

14:30-14:45 
Coffee Break 

16:15-16:30 
Coffee Break 
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13:00 - 14:30 : Roundtable 1

14:45 - 16:15 : Roundtable 2

DEC 202511 13:00 - 20:00

Venue: Residence Palace (Maelbeek Room)

A. Orsini
(USL) 

P. Thinus 
(IEE-ULB)



S. Van Hoeymissen
(VUB)

L. Tomini 
(IEE-ULB)

R. De La Cruz 
(U. Gent)

T. Haesebroeck 
(U. Gent) 

Thursday, December 11, 2025

CONFERENCE 
PROGRAMME DAY 1 DEC 202511 13:00 - 20:00

Ramona Coman 
( IEE-ULB)

18:30- 20:00 
The Future of Liberal Democracy in the EU: 

Political and Legal Perspectives 
18:30-20:00

18:00-18:30 
Coffee Break 

Chair: C. Bădulescu (Maynooth University)

Discussant: T. Christiansen (Luiss University)

The Palgrave Handbook on Dissensus over Liberal Democracy in Europe
Third-Countries & External Policies 

Speakers
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16:30 - 18:00 : Roundtable 3

Thursday, December 11, 2025
Venue: Residence Palace (Maelbeek Room)

Keynote Roundtable 

Vivien Schmidt 
Boston University

Venue: Residence Palace (Polak Room)

Iulia Motoc  
International Criminal Court

In Dialogue with :

Amandine Crespy 
( IEE-ULB)

Paul Dermine
( IEE-ULB)

Followed by a Reception @ 20:00 Registration bit.ly/48ckdea

https://bit.ly/48ckdea


Friday, December 12, 2025

CONFERENCE 
PROGRAMME DAY 2 DEC 202512 09:00 - 18:00

Policy 
Recommendations 

on the (1) Rule of law 
in the EU & (2) Neighbourhood

PATRIR

Policy AGORA Forum

Speakers

10:15-10:30 
Coffee Break 

Chair: László Andor (FEPS)

09:00 - 10:15

Policy 
Recommendation on Strengths &

Weakness 
of EU Instruments

HHC
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Evidence-Based Policy Recommendations
Venue: Residence Palace (Maelbeek Room)

Policy 
Recommendations on (1)

Fundamental 
Rights & (2) Economic

Governance 

Clingendael

András Kádár Dana DolghinSaskia Hollander



CONFERENCE 
 PROGRAMME DAY 2 

f. Dr. Michael Zürn

DEC 202512 09:00 - 18:00

Chair:
François Foret 
(IEE-ULB)

Contributions by:

Y.Guerra
(Luiss University)

N. Datta 
(EPF)

F. Fantozzi
(CLM) 
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Twin Book Launch - Roundtable with Contributors

K. Sterck
(Dutch Judge - Court of Breda) 

Y. Aydin
(Turkish Judge -

Justice for Rule of Law
ASBL ) 

M. I. Soldevila Brea 
(ULB - CIVIS) 

12:00-13:00 
Lunch Break 

Friday, 12 December  2025
Venue: Residence Palace (Maelbeek Room)

10:30 - 12:00

 

A. Dirri 
(Luiss University)

edited by Ramona Coman, Viktor Kazai, Leonardo Puleo 
& Andrew Bradley (IEE-ULB)

Dissensus over Liberal Democracy: 
Insights from European Judges

Hart Book Publishing

Dissensus over Liberal Democracy: 
Key Conversations with Leading Voices

edited by Ramona Coman, Andrew Bradley 
&  Frederik Ponjaert (IEE-ULB)

Springer Publishing

Registration bit.ly/3K1rvJI

https://bit.ly/3K1rvJI


CONFERENCE 
PROGRAMME DAY 2 DEC 202512 09:00 - 18:00

Frederik Ponjaert 
(IEE-ULB)

                                                                                                

bit.ly/47WAt44

Discussants:

Friday, December 12, 2025
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Venue: Residence Palace (Maelbeek Room)

14:30-14:45 
Coffee Break 

Foresight Report on the Prospects for
Liberal Democracy and the Rule of Law in

the EU 
Foresight AGORA Forum

13:00 - 14:30

Chair:
George Christou 
(University of Warwick) 

Foresight Report presented by:

Ralph Kaessner
(European Council) 

Julio Baquero Cruz 
(European Commission)

Yannick Dujardin
         (European Commission) 

Ramona Coman
 (IEE-ULB) &

Registration : 

https://bit.ly/47WAt44


Friday, December 12, 2025

Chair: R. Coman (IEE-ULB) 

Joint Supervisory Board &
International Advisory Board

14:45 - 16:15

Presentation and discussion of the Definitive Publications by the Supervisory Board

Feedback from Members of the International Advisory on the work presented at the Final Event and collected in the
project’s publications

Response from Members of the Supervisory Board 

Discussions on Future Prospects

Confirm Schedule of Final Deliverables & Milestones

Preparations for the Final Reporting
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Chair: F. Ponjaert (IEE-ULB)

RED-SPINEL KEY FINDINGS

Speakers

16:30 - 17:45

16:15-16:30 
Coffee Break 

WP 1
R. Coman
(IEE-ULB)

&

N. Brack 
(IEE-ULB)

WP 6
C. Brière 

(IEE-ULB)
&

V. Kazai  
(IEE-ULB)  

WP 2

M. Simoncini 
(Luiss University) 

WP 3

L. Tomini 
(IEE-ULB)

WP 4
C. Eckes (UvA) 

P. Krajewski (UvA) 
  &

C. Armeni
(IEE-ULB) 

WP 5
A. Van Waeyenberge

(HEC) 
&

L. Fromont  
(HEC) 

CONFERENCE 
PROGRAMME DAY 2 DEC 202512 09:00 - 18:00

Venue: Residence Palace (Maelbeek Room)



RED-SPINEL Project Management Office 
C/O Institut d’études européennes
Université Libre de Bruxelles (CP 172)
39 Avenue Franklin D. Roosevelt, 1050, Brussels

CONTACT

This project receives fuding from the European Union’s Horizon Europe research and
innovation programme under the Call HORIZON-CL2-2021-DEMOCRACY-01 - Grant
agreement n°101061621

: andrew.bradley@ulb.be
: +32 (0)2 650.49.17
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